
Victorian MOSQUE Open Day 7 May 2017  

St George’s Visit to the Clayton Mosque 

Responses from those who made the visit.   

7th May was the Victorian Mosque open day to encourage an               

understanding of this religion. Several car loads of our parishioners      

visited the Clayton Mosque inside a weatherboard family home, close to 

Monash University, and converted to provide  their  requirements on a 

temporary basis until building an impressive new, Council approved, 

brick Mosque on the same site for 185 worshippers. 

We were very warmly received and split into groups, each having a    

Muslim volunteer who explained the aspects of their religion such as rit-

ual washing before prayers, use of the worship rooms, the Quran holy 

book revealed to Prophet Muhammad through the Angel Gabriel, praying 5 times a day as part 

of their 5 main “Pillar Practices” the others being “Testimony of Faith”,”Prescribed Charity”, 

“Fasting the month of Ramadan” “Pilgrimages to Mecca”.  We were able to ask any questions 

which were willingly answered, covering different subjects including women wearing face         

covers, basic beliefs and where they worked or studied. 

We were presented with pamphlets and fact sheets: - Introduction to Islam; Prophet                 

Muhammad; Frequently asked questions; Misconceptions about Islam; Islam in Australia. 

We were grateful and enriched by our visit which reminded us that:- “Islam” means submission 

to the one God and the followers are known as “Muslims” who can be of any race or ethnic                          

background ;  “Allah” is their personal  name for God;  “Muhammad” is the Final Messenger 

and Prophet in a long line of Prophets , one of whom is Jesus.  Charles Tegner 

     

Our group was welcomed at the door by a fourth year Science 

and a third year Science female students to the Clayton Mosque 

which is Monash University property on loan to the Muslim 

community.  It is a 1950’s weatherboard house in poor repair but 

with renovations about to start.  Adjacent rooms had walls          

removed to allow separate prayer spaces for the male and female 

groups. The guides only had big smiles and their feet uncovered 

during our tour they were very welcoming and explained the layout and purpose of the               

furnishings from room to room and pointed out that many of the books in their two libraries are 

in English and Arabic. While the prayer mats were all facing the west (Mecca) there was no          

effort made to indoctrinate or convert us.   A very worthwhile experience.  Rick Richards 

 



Interesting to reflect that probably two of the best known 

facts about Moslem worship are not proscribed in the 

Quran: no shoes in mosque, so you do not immerse your 

face in all the dirt that would otherwise be brought in on 

shoes and segregation is so that men are not distracted from 

worshiping God/Allah by the sight of women bending over 

in front of them - women are better able to repress such                

desires apparently.  

Sometimes the best questions are those that arise later, such 

as what is the Islamic ruling on homosexuality and where would these people be placed in the 

mosque worship?   

I was very impressed by the collection of books of the Quran. Each had the original version of 

Quran printed in Arabic script, very beautiful, almost like a picture and on the facing page was 

the translation in a particular language. So the Quran is translated but any questions must             

ultimately be decided on the basis of the original writings and there are special Imams who            

understand that medieval Arabic script and so can translate into today’s language. 

I had a particular verse I wanted to see and was directed to Imam Mohammed who showed me 

how the Quran reads from back to front Arabian style. 

The verse was to do with the speed of angels which calculates out at the speed of light. The 

Imam did not know the verse and did not have any understanding of it or its implications but            

it led me into an interesting discussion and opportunity to view and to hold the Holy Book of 

Islam. 

(The significance of this verse is that the speed of light was not determined accurately until the 

19th century and yet here was a semi-literate Arabian in the 7th century telling the speed of               

angels which 1200 years later would be shown to equal the speed of light!).     Bryan Elmes 

 

 

 


